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brackets one above the other from top to bottom. The
upper surface of the horizontal brackets varies in colour from
red-brown to pale oriiraceous, and is frequently zoned with
these colours (Plate If., Fig. 7); the under surface and the
vertical plate overlying the stern arc pale ochraceous. The
brackets are thin and. tough, and the upper surface is usually
radially ridged. The under surface of the bracket 'bears
numerous downwardly-directed teeth, and these also cover
the vertical parts on the stem: the teeth are triangular,,
flattened, and up to 4 millimetres long. From the shape
of the fructification the fungus is an Irpex, and it has been
named Irpex destruens.
This fungus is very common on stumps and logs in up-
country jungles in Ceylon, generally on stumps of trees
which have been felled.   It is primarily a fungus which
wood, and it is only known as a parasite on
tea in          where a very large pruning cut has been left
unprotected, so that it could obtain a footing on the exposed
wood- Obviously its attack's would be prevented if the cut
were protected by tar or some other preservative, and this
should always be clone when large bushes are pruned, low
down. Bushes which have already been attacked in this way
should be collar pruned and the wound tarred.
Neglect to protect such pruning cuts inevitably exposes
a          surface of inert wood and affords a nidus for many
of fungi which are otherwise harmless. It may,
consequently, be expected, that the condition described above,
viz, the gradual           of the bushes from the centre, will be
induced by the              of other fungi than Irpex destruens9
the particular               varying according to the district.
Irpex                              to be a common stump fungus in
Ceylon up-country                 In Darjeeling a similar condi-
tion has                       by Watt        Mann, under the name
of Darjeeling          Blight,   Their description is as follows:
" In the higher            of the Darjeeling district there
will be noticed, on                     garden, a number of bushes
dying from the                              without reason.   It
never             below 4000                                    on isolated
bushes all over the property.   In                       it is one of
the                               on the             On cutting one of the
which is dying, the            of the wood              to be